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On Oct. 6, upon conclusion of his ten-day visit to Guatemala, United Nations human rights special
investigator Christian Tomuschat told reporters the overall human rights situation in the country
has improved "substantially" during 1992. He added that statistics indicate an "encouraging"
decline in the number of politically motivated killings, disappearances, and extrajudicial executions.
Tomuschat, who met with government officials, union leaders, and representatives of popular
organizations, said during his visit that "although I cannot say I am totally satisfied, since violations
continue to occur, it is good to know there is a tendency for the number of abuses to decline."
Specifically, Tomuschat expressed satisfaction with recent approval of reforms to the penal code
and with congressional ratification of an international accord on political and civil rights. On the
other hand, Tomuschat said he remains concerned over the lack of efficiency in the judicial system
in the fight against impunity, particularly in those cases involving members of the military. As
specific examples, he cited lack of progress in prosecuting cases such as the 1991 Escuintla massacre
and the 1990 assassination of anthropologist Mirna Mack. Tomuschat also expressed concern over
continued existence of the Self Defense Patrols (Patrullas de Autodefensa Civil, PAC). He said PAC
members repeatedly told him they had been forced to join the patrols by the army. (Source: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 10/06/92)
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